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FEBRUARY 2021 
Special in this issue: President’s Report 2020  

Date for your diary:  

Tues. 9 February: LCBCS meeting 7.30-9pm  LC Tennis Club. 
Sun. 21 February:  Bushwalk. 9am – 12, Warraroon Reserve 
Sat. 20 March:  Native Plant Stall.  9am -12, Lane Cove Plaza 

 

LCBCS Free Guided Bushwalk 

Sunday 21 February:  9am - 12 noon   

Grade:  Medium/easy bush tracks with steps and tree roots.  
Children are welcome. BYO drink & snacks.  
Numbers are limited, so book via the link on our website 

Enjoy a fascinating bushwalk through Warraroon 
Reserve and along Tambourine Bay’s shoreline 
guided by Maralyn Lawson.  Warraroon contains 
the greatest diversity of species in Lane Cove with 
both ecologically endangered communities and 
endangered wildlife. You will see tall tree species, 
rainforest vegetation along the creek, wetland 
communities alive with frogs and tidal mangroves 
where the creek empties into Tambourine Bay.   

During the walk guides explain the various issues 
unique to the management of suburban bushland. 

Ibis, egrets and spoonbills are often seen here 
wading in the mangroves. The endangered 
powerful owl and grey-headed flying fox inhabit 
the Reserve.  Among the acacias, ferns and 
wildflowers, we may see small native finches and 
whip-birds, beautiful pink croweas or the pink 

hyacinth orchid which flowers in summer. During 
the walk the guides will explain the various issues 
unique to the management of suburban bushland. 

 There are spectacular rock formations sculpted by 
water and wind, sandstone cliffs and a natural 
rock bridge over a small waterfall in the creek.  
We’ll encounter interesting, historic, man-made 
structures such as the fresh water well cut into the 
sandstone bed of a creek in the early days of 
settlement of the north shore.   

We will return after viewing the sandstone ruins 
of the Riverview College change rooms where the 
college’s original salt water pool was constructed 
in Tambourine Bay. We stop for a chat beside 
Tambourine Bay on our return walk so BYO 
drinks & snacks. Enquiries: 
lcbcs.correspondence@gmail.com 

BUSHLAND EVENTS IN FEBRUARY  

Urban Birds, Waterbug Bliss & Bushcare Lane Cove Council is inviting bookings for bushland-related 
events including a webinar on Urban Birds, Waterbug Bliss, a citizen science excursion in Stringybark 

Creek and an experience of Bushcare. Bookings are necessary so go to our facebook to see more & book.  

 

https://lanecovebushland.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/LCBCS/posts/1811943472297064


 

 

Northwood Shops Planning Proposal Update 
Public exhibition of the planning proposal for a residential care facility 
early in 2018 attracted widespread interest from local residents plus 
comments from the Office of Environment & Heritage and the RMS. 
Community and Council comments, and with assessment by the Dept. of 
Planning, Industry & Environment resulted in a modification of the 
original (2017) Planning Proposal 29.  

The Society sent several Submissions, and it’s interesting 
to note while ours highlighted environmental concerns, 
the vast majority were dedicated to traffic impacts.  
Amongst height reductions and other environmental 
conditions imposed, we are happy that the 10m set-back 
of the building from the adjacent bushland was enforced, 
in part after strong lobbying by our long-term member 
and bush-regenerator, Councillor Frances Vissel. We have 
been alerted to the fact the Council has no controls for 
“light-spill” from high rise or buildings into our bushland 
reserve, this development possibly affecting and reducing 
habitat for nocturnal natives.  

We are happy that a Share User Path (SUP) 
for bicycles etc. here will not be allowed 
following our site visit and highlighting to 
Council in advance of the folly of 
destruction of this valuable bushland.  
The Development Control Plan amendment 
on exhibition reflects the following further 
adjustments and can be viewed at this link 
to our website: or on Council’s website:  
http://www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/CouncilCons
ultations/Pages/NorthwoodShopsDCP.aspx 

Native Plant Stall - Saturday 20 March 

9am - 12pm Lane Cove Plaza 

Helpers wanted - it’s Fun!  Ring Ruth 0409 609940. Learn on the job! 

REDEVELOPMENT OF GREENWICH HOSPITAL 

Notice of Independent Planning Commission Determination:   State Significant Development (SSD-8699)  
On 10 November the IPC issued Development Consent for Greenwich Hospital redevelopment. It was always going 
to go ahead but the ‘Seniors Living’ was a major issue – some restrictions have been put on it along with a raft of 
other conditions, a few listed below. To read more  go to our website: 
The significant paragraph appears to be: 

E2 Bushland- Landscaping; Ecologically Sustainable Development; Biodiversity 
One additional tree Port Jackson Fig. in northwest corner of site is to be retained.  Landscaping has to include 1:1 
tree replacement planting, minimum 86 trees to be removed, and ‘consider opportunities for additional tree planting. 

Within our Submissions, an item of concern was the impact on the root zones of major trees, addressed below: 

Future DA must include Stormwater Management Plan demonstrating water sensitive urban design measures, 
measures to minimise water quality impacts and methods of drainage so as to not adversely affect downslope areas 
including bushland on west. It must also provide for CSIRO projected extreme weather impacts of climate change. 

 
The applicant’s Biodiversity Assessment Report (BDAR) was considered adequate, despite lack of assessment of 
impact on the E2 bushland: 

 

 
 

  

https://lanecovebushland.org.au/2020/09/04/northwood-shops-planning-proposal-update
https://lanecovebushland.org.au/2020/09/04/northwood-shops-planning-proposal-update
http://www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/CouncilConsultations/Pages/NorthwoodShopsDCP.aspx
http://www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/CouncilConsultations/Pages/NorthwoodShopsDCP.aspx
https://lanecovebushland.org.au/2019/03/19/submission-redevelopment-of-greenwich-hospital-site-2/


 

 

LCBCS President’s Report 2020 
In 2021, the Lane Cove Bushland & Conservation Society will be celebrating its 50th anniversary - 50 years 
of advocating for preservation of the natural bush and wetlands, for ecologically sustainable 
development of the urban and natural environment of the Lane Cove area and state-wide. We are a 
respected, independent, local community group and contributed to the very first, all important ‘Bushland 
Plan of Management for Lane Cove’. Our three dedicated positions on the Bushland Management 
Advisory Committee (BMAC) and representatives on Council Advisory Committees both support and 
challenge authorities on plans that impact on the environment.  
 
This year our meetings were held online due to the pandemic, thanks to Zoom master Sue Ingham, yet 
we missed the camaraderie of some of the regular attendees to our usual ‘live’ meetings. The Society’s 
work continued due to the dedication of those undertaking executive and other vital, non-executive 
positions in 2020: Alexa’s Treasurer Reports, Yvonne’s BMAC Reports, Sue’s Better Planning Network & 
Media Reports, Ruth, Yvonne and Leon’s Plant Stall, our Submission writers and Walks Team, Meron’s 
newsletter work. New member Kate Moppett undertook so many roles, my head spins; Correspondence, 
Secretary, Walks, Archiving, Events ...but still escapes to the bush.  
 
I sincerely congratulate and thank all of these members and the many other volunteers and every 
member who in large and small ways who contributed this year. We are grateful for the founding and 
early members who continue to contribute: Norma and Ron remain very active stalwarts of the Society, 
guiding us on. We welcome our newer members, some who are active in the work of the Society.  
 
The Society is both under the umbrella of the Nature Conservation Council and proud to have Lane Cove 
Coal & Gas Watch under our umbrella. The November 2020 AGM was held at the Tennis Club with guest 
speaker Bev Young from Sydney Wildlife discussing an innovative federally funded grant project in Lane 
Cove’s Venteman’s Reach. I look forward to seeing members at our end of year celebration party on 8 
December.  
 
The Society has over the past 50 years provided many community services, informing residents, Native 
Plant Stalls, Guided Walks, and our committee work on BMAC. I believe our submissions to the various 
state and local authorities and planning panels form the backbone of the work of the Society. They are 
informed by local community experts in the fields of natural sciences, ecology, architecture etc. and we 
would greatly appreciate anyone willing to volunteer their skills in order to continue this valuable 
advocacy role for the natural environment. I thank Margaret Bergomi and others for contributing this 
year, and the members who also wrote independently.  
 
It is clear that our weak, national environment laws do not currently work to protect the environment 
and, together with government inaction, have made Australia a world leader in extinction and 
deforestation. Our submissions act as a community response to various planning proposals, policies and 
development applications that potentially impact the natural environment. Since our 2019 AGM, the 
Society has sent over 15 Submissions to local, state and federal government reviews, bodies and panels, 
written by individual members or in teams, with contributions by local experts, the Executive, BMAC and 
members generally.  
 
The Society assesses the impacts of major development applications (DAs) affecting the quality and 
quantity of the natural environment of Lane Cove and NSW. Our submissions and letters are found on our 
website, here are just a few examples: 
 

 24 May 2020: Submission to the NSW Bushfire Inquiry, Code 10-50 

 December 2019: independent review of the Sydney Harbour Federation Trust 



 

 

 16 April 2020: Submission to the Environment Protection, Biodiversity & Conservation Act 1999, 

2019–2020 Statutory Review 

 5 June 2020: Submission on the Lane Cove Council Draft Delivery Program, Operational Plan and 

Budget 2020–2021 

 15 October 2020: Submission on Northwood Shops DCP and DA 

 Submission on Lane Cove Council Sport & Recreation Precinct – Golf Club 

 15 Oct 2020: Second submission on the redevelopment of Greenwich Hospital site. Executive 

member Sue Ingham gave an oral submission to the online public meeting, held by the 

Independent Planning Commission.  

We have had many local successes, for example: we helped win the reinstatement of money for ‘Every 
Child a Bushland Experience’ program in the Lane Cove Council Budget 2020–2021, and our submission 
on Girraween Park helped guarantee the retention and management of huge trees. Most recently in 
Council’s 15 Nov. meeting, our lobbying helped to reverse the decision to put a 3-metre-wide Shared 
User (bike) Path through bushland, which was against their own Plan of Management - an issue on which 
we must be constantly vigilant. Our BMAC reps. helped Council with the huge task of updating the ‘Plan 
of Management for Bushland’ in Lane Cove. 
  
Norma Stuart, Yvonne Barber and Maralyn Lawson undertook the major work with council officers of 
revising the ‘Plan of Management for Bushland’ as they continue in the three positions dedicated to the 
Society on Council’s BMAC, along with analysis of other bushland matters. Ex-President Ruth Neuman is a 
BMAC community representative, writing submissions critical to preserving bushland.  
A big thank you to the teams who made the Society’s Spring Plant Stall and Guided Bushwalks a success 
this year, while controlling numbers and social distancing. Special thanks to Plant Stall organiser Ruth 
Neumann who, for several years, has undertaken the location and selection of endemic species for sale, 
assisted by Leon Horsnell and Yvonne Barber and our many plant experts and volunteers who make it a 
great PR exercise as well as an environmental service and financial success. Sadly, Covid cancelled the 
Autumn Plant Stall.  
 
Leon Horsnall, Kate Moppett and Linda Falardeau, assisted by Ron Gornall are our new Bushwalks team. 
They held very popular guided walks in locations such as Lane Cove National Park and North Head 
Sanctuary with the professional expertise of an array of guest guides and our local plant experts. This 
year we transitioned to ‘Eventbrite’ online bookings with ‘waitlists’ for advertised walks via our website. 
Our website and Council’s valuable e-circular was effectively used for publicity and resulted in record 
numbers of bookings and overflow walks. Thank you for your wonderful organisation in getting many old 
and new walkers out in the beautiful bush this year.  
 
While media outlets have been much reduced this year, the December 2020 edition of The Village 
Observer will feature some of our Guided Bushwalks. The emailed Bushranger Newsletter remains our 
regular link to membership and we welcome aspiring writers and editors to come forward.  
 
Along with undertaking so many important aspects of the Society’s work this year, I must thank Sue 
Ingham for redesigning and upgrading our Webpage and reinvigorating our Facebook page with the 
assistance of Eli, our web designer. Membership applications will be streamlined online. We need young 
eco-enthusiasts generally, and particularly those who are able to raise our profile in the community and 
encourage membership through Social media, so that the Society’s environmental work is better 
understood and not confused with Bushcare, although we share their aims. The challenge for 2021 is to 
continue to effectively maintain our advocacy for the natural world.  
 
Best wishes for 2021 and thank you for your contributions,  
Shauna Forrest (President 2018-2020 LCBCS) 


