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Next Meeting 7.30 – 9.00pm 

Tuesday 10 March 2020 
Lane Cove Tennis Club, Blaxlands Corner 

Kenneth St near River Rd, Longueville 

All welcome 
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Events 

Sat  22 Feb, 2pm:  Climate Change Rally  
National Day of Action - Sydney Town Hall 
http://www.climatechangeprotests.net.au/tag/sydney/ 

Sat  29 Feb, 9-2pm:  Lane Cove Coal & Gas Watch Stall 
to raise awareness of CSG extraction & Santos Narrabri 
Gas Project - Lane Cove Plaza 

Sun  1 March, 11 am – 12 pm:  Climate Act Now RALLY 
support Zali Steggall (Warringah) MP’s bill to create a 
national, independent framework for climate change 
action - St Leonards Park Music Shell, North Sydney  

Mon  2 March, 6.30 – 8pm:  Submission writing 
workshop focus on CSG extraction & Narrabri Gas 
Project - Lane Cove Library 

Thurs  5 March, 6 - 8pm:  ‘Wildfire & Climate Change’ 
Q&A with Jim Casey (firefighter), Prof. Lesley Hughes 
(climate scientist), Dr Mark Diesendorf (renewable 
energy researcher) - Hornsby Girls School 
https://www.facebook.com/mark.diesendorf.1  

Sat  28 March, 9 am – 12 pm:  LCB&CS Native Plant Stall  
Attract local native  fauna with our low cost local plants 
for pots, balconies, gardens - Lane Cove Plaza  

Save the Date 

Thurs 14 May, 6 - 9pm:  LCB&CS forum:  Council tree 
management & climate mitigation - NSW forests, fauna 
& habitat (tbc) - LC Library Meeting Room 1 & 2 

 

  

http://www.climatechangeprotests.net.au/tag/sydney/
https://www.facebook.com/mark.diesendorf.1


LCB&CS Autumn Native Plant Stall  

Our popular stall, held twice a year, sells low cost native seedlings and 
plants, most of which are from our local area, and will thrive here. Help 
provide food and habitat for the local native fauna by planting the 
indigenous species specific to this area. Our experts can tell you how to 
cultivate them on your balcony or in your garden.  

You can volunteer to work alongside and learn from our local plant 
experts. Ring Leon: 0418 627196 

The Lane Cove Bushland & Conservation Society is about 
the built environment as well as plants. Since 1971, the 
Society has virtually fought twig by twig to retain the 
‘leafy’ quality of Lane Cove and its precious bushland so 
close to the CBD of a major city.  

Our plant stall is perhaps the most enjoyable, but 
just one of the many ways you can help in this 
ongoing struggle to maintain habitat for all 
creatures, great and small who rely on your 
advocacy and effort.  

St Leonards South (SLS) Update 

Lane Cove Council initiated the SLS development 
proposal to rezone 138 residential houses between and 
including Canberra Ave and Park Rd to R4 High Density 
and allow construction of 2,400 units. Developers have 
spent hundreds of millions over the past seven years 
acquiring the heritage look houses.  

The SLS proposal went on exhibition at the end 2017. 
The NSW Department of Planning (DoP), which has 
ultimate authority to finalise the plan, has issued a set 
of recommendations to change the proposal which 
Council has to respond to. Changes include that the six 
storey high rise on River Road and Canberra Ave are 
now ten storeys. High rise is intense from Canberra Ave 
to Park Rd. 

Last year the Independent Planning Commission 
reviewed the plans and found they didn’t meet DoP 
guidelines for the Precinct. The ‘Charrette Report’ just 
issued by the DoP fails to address the key finding that 
SLS is overdevelopment and not required under 
Councils housing guidelines. The ball is in Council’s 
court as to how they address the key IPC 
overdevelopment issue. 

In a few months the DoP is going to release its holistic 
report (called the 2036 Plan). The ‘Charrette Report’ on 

SLS could be ‘dropped’ into the Plan, which means the 
LCC would lose control of the development.  

To strengthen its ability to maintain control, Council 
was asked by the Greenwich Community Association 
at its ordinary meeting on Monday 17 February, to 
move a motion to assert its right to decide what 
happens in St Leonards South. When Clr. Frances 
Vissel attempted to raise an Urgency Motion in 
support of GCA, it was declined.  Clr. Vissel (East Ward) 
is a long term member of the LCBCS and has previously 
served on Council. 

Greenwich Hospital Re-Development 

Council has lodged a strong objection to the revised 
State Significant Development (SSD) for the re-
development of Greenwich Hospital in line with its 
November meeting resolution. The Council’s SSD 
objection is on Council’s website.   

We are generally pleased with the content of Council’s 
objection and feel the SSD will have to go to the 
Independent Planning Commission given the number of 
objections. LCBCS Submissions can be found at 
https://lanecovebushland.org.au/news/ 

FREE!  Jann Dark has spare little plastic seedling pots to give away.  

   She will put them out to be collected.  

   Contact: 0413 817 648 or email: Jann dark.jann@yahoo.com.au  

https://lanecovebushland.org.au/news/
mailto:dark.jann@yahoo.com.au


Towers Proposed on Bushland - 166 Epping Road 

In The Cove reported on an application to build two 
residential towers at 166 Epping Rd, beside the 
Meriton towers built on the old Shell service station. 
https://inthecove.com.au/ 

166 Epping Rd- Lot/Section/DP: Lot 13 /DP 807958 

Adjoining the site to the east is the Lane Cove 
Bushwalk and public pedestrian network including 
the Great North Walk. Objections raised by the 
Bushland Society to the Meriton development were 
similar – this is natural bushland under further threat. 

Lane Cove Council rejected the application but it went to 
the Department of Planning in December 2019, possibly 
as a Gateway application.  Amongst the reasons given by 
Council in rejecting the application were: 

“In addition to the lack of strategic merit, the Panel 
notes that the site is constrained by limited access, 
bushfire hazard, potential contamination and the 
existence of heritage items adjacent to the site.”  

However, it seems that the applicants have lodged a 
request for a re-zoning review to amend Lane Cove Local 
Environmental Plan 2009 (LEP) to permit a mixed used 
redevelopment of the site and allow Residential 
Accommodation, Commercial Premises, etc. They also 
seek a maximum building height of 87m and FSR of 4:1. 
http://pgrtracking.planning.nsw.gov.au/rezoningproposal
details.php?rid=RR_2020_LANEC_001_00 

Draft Harbour Trust Leasing Policy 2020  

You can make a submission on the Draft Leasing Policy until 5.00 pm Wednesday 11 March 2020.   

See full details here on the Harbour Trust website 

A proposal has been submitted by the Sydney 
Harbour Federation Trust to an independent review 
commissioned by Federal Environment Minister 
Susan Ley. The proposal would allow leasing of 
Commonwealth-owned harbourside gems such as 
Headland Park at Mosman, the former Platypus 
submarine base at North Sydney, the Woolwich dock 
and parklands, and the North Head sanctuary.  

The LCB&CS 2019 submission can be found at 
https://lanecovebushland.org.au/news/ under 
Communications and Submissions. Also, read more 
on LCB&CS Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/LCBCS/ 

The Minister’s Public Forum was held on Tuesday 18 
February on behalf of the Federal Dept of 
Environment & Energy to provide information and 
allow comment on the future of the Harbour Trust 
and the iconic sites it manages. An additional public 
forum is being scheduled. Details will be published at 
https://www.environment.gov.au/about-us/shft-
independent-review.  

Federal Opposition Leader Anthony Albanese told the 
Sydney Morning Herald "If you have long-term leases and 
an alienation of public space, then that is de facto 
privatisation. This is a precious resource, not a plaything 
for corporate interests". Ms Ley said both Liberal and 
Labor governments have expected the Trust to be self-
funding. The Trust estimates it has a $300 million funding 
shortfall to rehabilitate former Defence sites, a figure 
which Mr Albanese told the Herald he regarded as 
"dubious".    

The Harbour Trust released their Draft Leasing Policy 
2020 the day before submissions to the Independent 
Review closed (31/1/20)  Read more here. It dovetails 
neatly with the intentions of the Harbour Trust in relation 
to unsolicited proposals from private interests, long 
leases and approval without parliamentary scrutiny.  

Headland Preservation Group considers that the de facto 
privatisation from unsolicited long-term leases leads to 
alienation of the public lands that hitherto have been 
carefully protected. Jill L’Estrange, HPG President 
www.hpg.org.au encourages support donations for their 
campaign expenses, or to join or renew membership.   

The sites include: 
 North Head Sanctuary (Manly) 
 Chowder Bay (Headland Park, Mosman) 
 Georges Heights (Headland Park, Mosman) 
 Middle Head (Headland Park, Mosman) 
 Sub Base Platypus (North Sydney) 
 Woolwich Dock and Parklands (Woolwich) 
 Cockatoo Island (Sydney Harbour) 
 Former Marine Biological Station (Watson’s Bay) 
 Macquarie Lightstation (Vaucluse) 
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https://lanecovebushland.org.au/news/
https://www.facebook.com/LCBCS/
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