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April 2019 

Events 
 Tuesday 9 April, 7pm: Author Talk by Dr Lynne McLoughlin. 

followed by a short LCBS meeting 

 Friday 5 April: Greenwich Hospital redevelopment  

 Saturday 6 April: The Wilderness Society launch:  
Environmental Campaign/ Election Agenda  

 Monday 1 April - 4 April: Transitions Film Festival,  
Dendy Cinema, Newtown  

 Sunday 5, 12 April, 2-4pm: Repair Café, Living and Learning Centre, 
180 Longueville Road, Contact Wendy 94204884 or 0410280912  
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The Natural Environment of Lane Cove (2nd ed):  

The role of a community and its council 
– beautifully illustrated! 

Date & Time: Tuesday 9 April, 7 pm – 8pm 

Place: 

Snacks and drinks will be served. 
A limited number of books for sale at $22 each 

With many gorgeous images of local wildlife, plants and 
Lane Cove's natural landscapes, Dr Lynne McLoughlin will 
reflect on more than 50 years of the Lane Cove 
community's engagement with protection and care of its 
bushland — what has been important and why, a theme 
that threads through the new edition of The Natural 
Environment of Lane Cove (2nd ed.).  

Along with a chapter rewritten by the Aboriginal Heritage 
Office, we will explore the things that have changed in 
bushland and its management in the 25 years since the first 
edition. Topics covered by Lynne’s 2nd edition include 
wildlife, native vegetation, climate, geology and soils, 
European and Aboriginal history, human impacts on the 
environment, environmental management and the Lane 
Cove River.  

About the Author 

Dr Lynne McLoughlin has lived in Lane Cove since 
1972 and has been involved in environment and 
bushland concerns since the early 1980s, starting 
with Project Environment. In 1991 she was a 
founding member of Council's Bushland 
Management Advisory Committee and is currently 
its Chair.  

Lynne contributed to Council’s Bushland Plan of 
Management. Her Masters of Environmental 
Studies thesis developed into her 1985 book The 
Middle Lane Cove River: a history and a future, and 
later, a PhD. The first edition of The Natural 
Environment of LaneCove was published in 1992, 
the 2nd ed. in 2017.



 

 

Greenwich Hospital redevelopment  

Share your thoughts on overdevelopment by 5 April 2019 

The exhibition date has been extended, so you can still 
have a say. You can use the Society’s submission as a guide.  

The LCBCS says the proposed apartments are an 
inappropriate use and overdevelopment of the hospital site, 
impinging on the bushland area and setting.  

Doug Stuart’s detailed submission can be found as a link 
on the home page of our website: 

http://lanecovebushland.org.au/ or under 
Communications (scroll down to: Planning – 
Submissions -Letters) 

The link to the development application 
documentation:  
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.
pl?action=view_job&job_id=8699. 

Numbers matter so add your voice!   

THE TRANSITIONS FILM FESTIVAL 

1 -4 APRIL Dendy Cinemas Newtown. See website for list of films.  
Showcasing groundbreaking documentaries about 
the social and technological innovations, 
revolutionary ideas and trailblazing change 
makers that are leading the way to a better world.  

“We sit at the crossroads between utopia and 
dystopia, facing the immense and urgent 
challenges of climate change, peak oil, economic 
collapse, resource overconsumption and 
overpopulation, while at the same time hovering 
on the precipice of an age of abundance, driven by 
innovations in robotics, telecommunications, 
scientific breakthroughs and a growing 
consciousness of our collective predicament and 
fragile interconnectedness. The challenge of our 
generation is to consciously guide this 
transformation toward a sustainable civilization. 

“The Transitions Film Festival aims to inspire, inform and 
engage by connecting audiences to cutting-edge ideas from 
around the globe and the local community groups that are 
creating impact in Australia”. 
https://www.transitionsfilmfestival.com/sydney-program-
2019/  

 

The Wilderness Society pre-Federal Election Campaign Needs You! 

Australia is in environmental crisis:  
push Climate Change and Environmental 
Management up the election agenda. 

Major conservation groups have joined forces 
to create New Laws for Nature to protect our 
beloved places and wildlife at a national level,  
with an independent body and a watchdog to 
see those laws enforced. 

On Saturday 6 April, The Wilderness Society is 
officially launching its highly organised pre-Federal 
election campaign and will provide training, 
education and the satisfaction of an opportunity to 
really make a difference.  

We're going to door knock a sector of voters in Reid 
throughout April who we have identified as 
receptive to a conversation about the Acts of 
Government that are destroying nature. 

This is a call to arms. Details and RSVP: 
https://wilderness.nationbuilder.com/syd_reid_launch 

If you're not mobile, you can join a calling party (training 
& pizza provided!) by contacting James Cronin on the link 
above or 0450 605 708 

http://lanecovebushland.org.au/
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=8699
http://majorprojects.planning.nsw.gov.au/index.pl?action=view_job&job_id=8699
https://www.transitionsfilmfestival.com/sydney-program-2019/
https://www.transitionsfilmfestival.com/sydney-program-2019/
https://wilderness.nationbuilder.com/syd_reid_launch
https://www.transitionsfilmfestival.com/event/youth-unstoppable-sydney/


 

 

LOCAL COUNCILS CALL FOR URGENT REVIEW OF CODE 10/50  

TO ASSESS IMPACT ON URBAN BUSHLAND 

Take action! Support the LGNSW call for a review of Code 10/50 

2014 - NSW bushfire risk saw the introduction of 
Code 10/50, allowing householders in a large 
percentage of eastern NSW to cut down trees 
without council permission. Where Victorian 
legislation excluded pockets of urban bushland, 
NSW failed to do so. This very unpopular law was 
widely abused.  Trees were cleared to provide 
better views or for reasons unrelated to bushfire 
risk and councils were powerless to act. 

More than 80% of properties in Lane Cove 
were able to use the Code to remove trees 
without approval. We quickly saw a 
devastating loss of tree canopy cover, with 
no requirement to record species or 
quantities lost. We actively sought to reduce 
the entitlement area by working closely with 
the NSW Rural Fire Service.  

LCBCS actively opposed the law and called for an 
immediate review, joining protests outside the 
Premier’s office.  Although the Government 
review in 2015 brought in major changes, areas 
such as Hornsby continued to see widespread 
misuse of this law. At the most recent Local 
Government NSW Conference (2018), Hornsby 
Council initiated a review request which was 
supported by Lane Cove Council (LCC). 

The LCBCS asks you to take action NOW! Support 
the LGNSW call for a review of Code 10/50 

The mapping guidelines were revised in the 2015 
review and the fire hazard status of Lane Cove’s 
bushland was reassessed in 2015-2016. LCC 
worked with the NSW Rural Fire Service to update 
the Bush Fire Prone Map for the LGA.  As a result, 
some small areas were excluded and other areas 
including Warraroon Reserve, Gore Creek, 
Bushland Park and Tennyson Park, were 
reclassified as Category 2. This prevents 
surrounding properties from using the 10/50 
Code to remove trees without Council 
permission.  

The Stringybark Creek section has been retained 
as Category 1, being considered a higher fire risk 

due to its close proximity to the Lane Cove National Park. 

Photo from ‘Stop the Chop’: 
https://www.facebook.com/chopstoppers/ 

At the 2018 Local Government Conference councils 
argued that a review at this point, after the Scheme has 
been in operation for a number of years, would allow for 
a thorough examination of the impact of the Scheme. The 
review would evaluate whether its policy objectives 
remain valid, whether the Scheme’s terms remain 
appropriate for securing those objectives and whether 
there have been unintended outcomes. 

The Conference agreed to a number of resolutions 
including a request to the NSW Government to undertake 
a review of 10/50 legislation. The review should include: 

 an assessment of the effectiveness of the 
entitlement areas in reducing bushfire hazard to 
people and property  

 an assessment of the impacts of the introduction of 
the 10/50 Vegetation Clearing Code on tree canopy 
cover in entitlement areas 

 an appraisal of reducing the entitlement area noting 
the implications of reduced canopy cover; and 

 an appraisal of unintended/unforeseen impacts on 
vegetation resulting from the introduction of the 
scheme.  

 

Please share this with your 
networks and write letters to 
your MP to support the call for a 
review of Code 10/50

 

https://www.facebook.com/chopstoppers/

